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BOMBAY MISSION. 
From the Missionary Herald 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR. 


HALL. 


March 17, 1821. The return of the Ho- 
lee, an annual holy-day, and one of the 
greatest abominations among the Hindoos, 
is now filling every street, day and night, 
with the confused din of music, and shouts 
of the most degrading revelry. Business 
has been for several days, almost entirely 
suspended. It is with difficulty that our 
schools are continued. 

I have addressed people in various parts 
of the town to-day. In one place the 
number was considerable. 


Interview with Mahommedans. 


i8. Sabbath. Meetings to-day as usu- 
al; and this evening I have held a second 
conference with a company of respectable 
Mahommedans. Some time ago, I distri- 
buted among them several copies of Mat- 
thew’s Gospel, which they haveread. The 
other day, as I was passing that way, they 
invited me in, for the purpose of conversing 
on religious subjects. They brought for- 
ward the Gospel, and a beok of their own, 
which they said contained all the prophets. 
They began with our Saviour’s conception, 
and, as Matthew’s account of it did not 
agree with their own, they wished me to 
reconcile the two. I told them [ should 
not undertake to reconcile the Christian 
Scriptures with the Koran ; that if the Bi- 
ble was true the Koran was false ; and if 
the Koran was true, the Bible was false ; 
both could not be true. I desired them to 
search out the true one. “Do you think 
then,” said they, “ that the Koran is false ?” 
“Certainly,” I replied. “ What are your 
reasons for thinking so ?” I told them. 

1, That Mahommed was a mere man, 
and wrought no miracles to prove that he 
was sent of God; and therefore there was 
no reason for believing that he was a true 
prophet. 

2. He and his followers propagated his 
religion not by persuasion, but by warfare, 
,and that too on the principles of covetous- 
ness, lust, ambition, and revenge ; which 
were in accordance with all the depraved 
passions of man ; and in direct hostility to 
all the precepts of the pure religion of 
Christ, which is holy as God is holy, and 
requires all men to be holy and harmless 
35 its divine Author. 

To this they listened with inexpectiil 


calmness and patience. But as I conclud- 
ed, their chief speaker replied, that it was 
not altogether by warfare that Mahommed 
propagated his religion, but thathe wrought 
many miracles—at one time he called 
on the people to embrace the faith; but 
they required a sign that he was sent from 
God,—and, at his word the moon was rent 
in twain before their eyes. 

I objected, and told them that he dis- 
claimed all power of working miracles, and 
the Koran recorded no miracles of his. [| 
desired them to inquire of their most learn- 
ed men, and Jearn whether ] had not stat- 
ed the truth. They engaged to consider 
the matter, and wished me to call again, 
which Tengaged todo. ‘The general spirit, 
with which the conference was conducted, 
was very pleasing. 


Addresses a company of Hindoos. 


19. Addressed a company of Hindoos, 
who were assembled for the worship of 
one of their idol gods. I exhorted them 
to repent, and turn to the worship of the 
true God. They listened silently, and as 
I thought showed some symptoms of shame 
and compunction. Surely, when these 
Captives are set free from the adamantine 
chains, which now so firmly hold them in 
servitude to Satan, the triumph will be 
peculiarly glorious to our King and Savy- 
iour.—T'o-day I have been employed in 
writing an addressto the Mussulmauns, in 
Hindostanee.—The scope of it is, “ Christ 
contrasted with Mahommed.” 


Second Interview with the Mahommedans. 


20. Called as I promised, at the place 
where I had a conference with a company 
of Mussulmauns. They still maintained, 
that Mahommed Wrought miracles. I 
pointed out to them several chapters in the 
Koran, where he disclaims all power of 
working miracles. I desired them to ex- 
amine further, and to inquire after the truth, 
I lent them a manuscript copy of the tract 
entitled, “The Heavenly way,” which I 
have translated into Hindostanee, To the 
tract was also appended a form of prayer 
in Hindostanee. They promised to read it. 

Some days ago I received a letter from 
the Jewish schoolmaster at Pane, a town 
on the continent, containing about 18,000 
inhabitants, mostly Hindoos. He had cole 
lected 36 boys in his school, and expected 
more after the holy-days. He wished me 


to send him some books for distribution, as 
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frequent inquiry was made for them. I 
sent him a large number, and wrote hima 
letter, exhorting him to attend himself to 
the great salvation; to give books to all, 
who desired them, provided’ they couk! 
read ; and to disperse them as he had op- 
portunity, ny the neighboutin® towns; and 
told him that when the present supply was 
exhausted, he should be furutshed with 
more. 

21. Inthe afternoon, went amonz the 


people as usual, and addressed the word of 


life to several companies of people in dif- 
ferent places. In one place, more than a 
hundred were present, and there 1 lrad to 
encounter the contradiction of sinners a- 
gaiast our dear Redeemer. 
Lapsed Catholics. 

22. [addressed two companies of the 
lapsed Catholics. In the largest company 
there were more than twenty of these peo- 


ple. They are fast learning to use the 
Hindoo sophistry in defence of their idola- 
try. I called on one very aged Roman 


Catholic, with whom [have severa! times 
conversed. When, among other things, I 
urged on him the duty of ‘abstaining from 
all labour on the Sabb: ith, he objected and 
said, in the manner of the Hindoos, * How 
then shall our bellies be filled?” QO, that 
light may soon spring up in the midst of 
this darkness! 

25. Three men came to unite with our 
family at our morning service. Eleven na- 
tives, men and boys, attended the Mahrat- 
taservice. IT afterwards took my usual cir- 
cuit in town, and fellin wita large numbers 
of people, whom I addvessed. 

Third Interview with the Makommedans. 

Called on the Mussulmauns. where | 
had beiore held conferences, and lent the 
tract. The number collected was soon in- 
creased to about fifty. As I entered the 
place and gave them a friendly salutation, 
they seemed agitated, and some immedi- 
ately desired me not to come among them, 
as they did not wish to hear my talk ; oth- 
ers prepared me a seat and wished me to 
sitdown. What I had before advanced, I 
perceived had evidently disturbed them. 
After making a few brief remarks, I took 
leave of them, as they were so agitated as 
not to afford opportunity for a calm and 
eandid discussion of the subject of Chris- 
tianity. I could not but hope that their 
agitation might result, in some measure, 
from the power of divine truth upon their 
guilty consciences.. O, that their proud 
hearts may be made to bow to the cross of 
that crucified Jesus whom they now fatally 
neglect! 








[ Ave: 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 


Al page 113 we gave a short summary of 


the 18th anniversary of this Institution 

Rev. Daniel Wilson introduced to the meet. 
ing the Rev. Mr. Monod, the younger, of Paris, 
one of the Secretaries of the Protestant Bible 
Society in that city: observing, that Mr. Mo. 
nod was depnted by the Paris Bible Society, 
to testify the interest it takes in our Instity. 
tion, and the zeal with which it is labouring 
ard will be glad for afew minutes to cast bin 
self upon the indulgence of the Meeting. 


Rev. Frepenick Monon, the younger, 
My Lord,—In yielding to the jp. 
vitation to address this highly respecta. 
ble and imteresting meeting, | am labour. 
ing under very opposite feelings. When 
I look upon myself, and see how very in. 
adeauate | am to discharge the honoara- 
ble commission entrusted to me—a for. 
eigner, expressing myself but with difi. 
culty in the language of this country, 
which I now visit for the first time, | 
might be compelled to decline this hou- 
our; but wheu I consider, on the other 
hand, that Fapproach you as the Repre- 
sentative of a Bible Society, cordially 
united to this Institution, over which 
your Lordship presides, and in whose 
labours your Committee have neve: 
ceased to manifest the greatest interes! 
by the most effectual support and ep- 
couragement ; when [ consider, that | 
have been expressly desired by that So- 
ciety to convey to you the renewed as- 
suranee of its affection, admiration, ané 
gratitude ; and when, above all, FP retlect 
on the sublime and holy cause in behali 
of which there have been brought toge: 
ther, within these walls, so many per- 
sons, who distinguished in a variety 0! 
ways, yet value no distinction so much 
as that of disciples of Jesus Christ ov: 
Lord, and of distributors of his hols 
word, then, my Lord, my humble sel: 
disappears —I am no longer a foreigner. 
Am F not here in the midst of children o' 
the same F'ather—redeemed by the same 
Saviour—a citizen of the same heaven- 
ly country ? Are we not all brethren |a- 
bouring together in the same holy work : 
Do we not partake of the blessings hich 
ay Almighty is pouring over the wor!d 
by the instrumentality of the Bible S2- 
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ciety? And may I not then rest assured 
of your kind indulgence? I cannot, my 
Lord, find words sufficiently expressive 
of the affection and gratitude, which an- 
imate the Protestant Bible Society at 
Paris, towards the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. If gratitude be the deep- 
er, aud the more difficult to express, the 
greater the benefit, how shall I express 
our feelings, when the object is vot a 
temporal benefit, however valuable, but 
the salvation of immortal souls, to whom, 
encouraged by the aid, the exa: upl ‘, and 
the experienced counsel, of this Society, 
we have been able to dispense tha! nourish- 
ment which God has prepared for them, 
aud which endureth to everlasting life 
through Jesus Chris our Lord? The on- 
ly manner in which I can express our ob- 
ligation, is, to bless the God of all grace, 
aud the Giver of every good and pertect 


gift, and to beseech bim to grant to the 


happy instiuments employed in this great 
work the only recompense they set 
any value upon—that of seeing their 
work increasingly prospering in their 
hands. I trust to God, you will reap a- 
mong your brethren in F rance, not only 
this fruit of your generous co operation, 
but likewise the blessing of thousands of 
souls enlightened, and strengthened, by 
reading the Holy Scriptures. ‘True, my 
Lord our means can bear no comparison 
with yours, but our zeal is the same ; we 
are actuated by the same spirit, we love 
the same gospel, and have the same ar 
dent wish to extend, according to our 
means, and the peculiar circumstaces in 
which we are placed, the kingdom of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by diffusing the word 
of eternal life among our brethren. A lit- 
tle more than three years have elapsed 
since the Protestant Bible Society of Paris 
was first established ; and your Lordship 
will hear with pleasure, that, having been 
favoured with the blessing of God, and 
enjoyed the protection of our govern- 
ment, it is now surrounded with forty 
Auxiliaries and twelve Associations. 
Its income, which, last year, was very lit- 
above forty-five thousand francs, has been 
increased this year to very nearly one 
hundred and three thousand ; one indi- 
vidual has contributed 7: 20 frais. The 
Society, since its existence, has issued a- 
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bove twenty-two thousand Bibles and 
Testaments ; the stock now in our depos- 
itory will scarcely meet the wants of the 
present year; and the Committee are at 
this moment devising means of procuring 
stereoiype editions td we Bible. of the 
versions of \lartin and Osterva ld, re lying 
on Him who has hitherto so visibly bless- 
ed their eflurts, that he will provide the 
means. it will Likewise pleasure 
to this assembly to hear, that an anony- 
mous friend tu the Dible has put iuro the 
hands of the committee the sum of one 
thousand francs, to be awarded asa prize 
to the author of the best work in Fre: ach, 
on the utility of reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and of Bible Societies. This work, 
if produced, may, under the blessing of 
God, be auseful instrument for increasing 
the number of these Societies in France, 
and teach'ng the inhabitants of that coun- 
try to appreciate them more and more, 
Thus, my Lord, faithful to their heaven- 
ly calling, the Protestant Bible Societies 
in France pursue their sacred object with 
a zeal, and (thanks be to God!) witha 
success constantly increasing. ‘The sim- 
ple narrative of this success is the best ac- 

kuowledgement they can offer to this So- 
ciety. Though limited in their operations 
for reasons, the force of which you have 
felt, my Lor d, they have to fulfil exten- 

sive duties—the want of Bibles among 
the Protestants in France veing extreme- 
ly great; but their ardent wish is, that 
the distribution of them may hasten the 
happy moment when, according to the 
expression of the apostle, there will be 
neither Jew nor Greek, Barbarian nor 
Scythian, bond nor free, when Christ 
shall be all in all, and when, like the glo- 
rious Society over which your Lordship 
presides, the Bible Societies of France 
may extend their blessings to all those 
who hunger and thirst after righteousness; 
and may everlasting praise be to that 
blessed God to whom alone belongs glory 
and honour, now and forever more.” 


afford 


Rev. Danie, Wixson, 

*“T would beg leave, my Lord, to 
retract one expression that fell from me. 
[ said, our friend would wish to cast him- 
self on the indulgence of the meeting ; but 
I retract that expressien, as to the state- 
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ment he has made, whether we regard the 
manner in which it was delivered ; or the 
matter stated ; and permit me to assure 
Mr. Monod, that there is no kindred In- 
stitution which has warmer claims on 
the affections of Englishmen than the 
Protestant Bible Society of Paris; and 
Jam sure you will allow Mr.Monod to 
go back to his country with the impress- 
ion, that he found here feelings in sy mpa- 
with his own.” 


— 2 ee ee 


REGENT’S FTOWN—Sierra LECKE. 


Fastances of the Influence of Religion on the 
Recaptured Negroes. 

From the communications of Mr. Johnson 
ofthe Church Missionary Society, we extract 
some further exemplifications of the powerfal 
influence of true religion on the minds of bis 
people. 

In examining some Candidates for Baptism, 
Mr Jobnson was so much struck by the intel- 
ligent piety of one of the women, that be has 
sent a Copy ofthe examination to the Come 
mittee, It here follows :— 


Queslion.—How long have you felt de-. 


sirous of being baptised !—.4nswer. Since 
you came from England, Sir. 

Q. How did you become first desirious ? 
—.4. Some words which you talk in the 
Church make me fraid. 

@. Can you tell me those words, which 
made you afraid?—/4. Yes, Sir. ' You 
say, “Suppose a man or woman die, and 
not bern again by the Spirit of God, they 
eannot go to God;” and then you talk 
about them people, how they stand [pointed 
out the character of those who were not 
born again,| and then I think that me— 
me do all them thing ; and that make me a- 
fraid. 

Q. Ifyou have been bad before, you 
do not any thing bad mow: you are very 
good this time, are you not -—.4. «Massa, 
me very bad: me heartifull of sin, and that 
trouble me. 

Q. I suppose then, when you are bap- 
tized, you think you shall be better ?—4. 
No, Massa; that no make me good: the 
Lord Jesus Christ, Him one only can make 
me good, and can save me ; and for that 
t want to follow Him. : 
Q. Who is Jesus Christ?—.. The Son 
of God. 

Q. What did He do to save you ?—.4. 
Tle die upon the Cross for sinners. 

Q. Are youa sinner ?—4. Toomuch, 
Massa. 

Q. Where is the Lord Jesus Christ 
now ?——.2, He live in Heaven. 
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Q. What is hedoing there ?—4. Pray 

for sinners. 

How many Gods are there ?—4 

One; God the Son, God the Father, ay 

God the Holy Ghost—I mistake : it is Gog 

the Father, Ged the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost. 

@. You say three times God; are there 
not three Gods ?—.f. No, Massa: them 
three be offte@@bd. 

Can you tell me who made you ?— 
«1. God the lather. 

. Whoredeemed you?—/4. Godthe 
Son and God the Holy Ghost teach me. 

Q. What does God the Holy Ghost 
teach you?-—.4 He shew me my sin. 

Does he teach any thing else >—/. 
Yes: He shews people that they can be 
saved by Jesus Christ. 

@. When He has shewn them that, 
does he teach them any thing else >—J. 
He make them heart feel glad. He give 
them peace, 

@. Can you tel me what is the out- 
ward thing in Baptism ?—(was silent.) | 
mean what does the Minister take when 
he baptized: people >—.4. Water. 

Does that water wash your sins 
away ?— 4. I don’t know. No, I think 
not. 

@. Does water baptize both body and 
soul? You know you have a body and 
soul. 4. Yes, I know: but the Holy 
Ghost must baptize the soul. 

Q. What then is spiritual baptism: 
(Was silent.) I mean what is true bap- 
tism ?—/#. The Holy Ghost baptism. 

@. Can you tell me what people eat 
and drink when they come to the Lord’s 
Table ?—A. _ Bread and wine. 

And what does the soul eat and 
drind (Was silent.) I mean while we look 
to Jesus Christ, and remember His dying 
love, what do our souls spiritually receive / 
—/2. The body and blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

@. You said before, that the Son of 
God redeemed you ; what did he redeem 
or save you with?—.4#. He pay his own 
blood for sinners. 

Q. Why don’t you say for me ?—7. 
Me fraid Massa ; me so bad, me can’t say 
“ for me” yet. 

@. Tell me, did not you know any 
thing before you felt your sins!—A. No, 
Massa: me know nothing before: me 
careless: me no hear: but when [I see all 
the bad things I do before, then I glad to 
hear something. 

@. Do youthink you shall do good 
now °—.4. O Massa! If God help me, } 
want to do good; but I cannot do any 
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ahing myself. I hope the Lord will help 
me— me bad too much—lI sorry for my- 
self, 

Do you pray ?—.4. Yes, I pray ; 
but { am afraid God no hear my prayer. 

Q. Do not you feel glad sometimes 
when you pray?—4 Yes, Sir: I teel 
sometimes glad and sometimes sorry. 

. Do you believe that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is able to save your—.4. Some- 
times I am afraid, because my sins too 
much: buthe is God, and can do all things : 
that make me glad. 

Here the examination ended, greatly, as 
may be supposed, to my satisfaction. 

Others who were also examined, gave 
similar answers: but I would observe, that 
ail cannot answer so correctly and judi- 
ciously as this Woman ; and, therefore, her 
examination must not be taken as a gener- 
al case ; though I do not baptize any, unless 
my mind is satisfied that a work of grace 
has began. Their knowledge sometimes 
diflers but not materially. Some cannot 
speak in my presence, while they can do 
so before Tamba or Dayis: some are so 
much agitated when they come to me, that 
it requires a great deal of patience to find 
out their real state. 

“The following remarks of one of the 
Christian Negroes from a simple and forci- 
ble illustration ofthe Apostie’s words— was 
alive without the law, once, but, when the 
Commandments came, sin revived, and I 
tied.” 

“ Yesterday morning, when you preach, 
vou shew me that the Law be our School- 
master to bring us to Christ. You talk 
about the Ten Commandments. You be- 
vin atthe First, and me say to myself, 
* Me guilty !’—the Second, * Me guilty !” 
—the Third, “ Me guilty !’—the Fourth, 
‘Me guilty !’—the Fifth, “Me guilty !”— 
say the Sixth—Thou shalt not kill. Me 
Then you say, “ Ah! me no guilty ! me ne- 
ver kill some person.” You say, “ I suppose 
plenty people live here, who say—‘ me no 
guilty of that.’” Me say again in my heart, 
“Ah! me no guilty.” Then you say, 
* Did you never hate any person ?>—did 
you never wish that such a person, such a 
man, or such a woman was dead ?” Massa, 
you talk plenty about that: and what I 
feel that time, I can’t tell you. I talk in 
my heart, and say, “ Me the same’person!” 
My heart begin to beat—me want to cry— 
my heart heave so much me don’t know 
whaito do. Massa, me think me kill Ten 
people before breakfast. I never think I 
so bad. Afterwards you talk about the 
Lord Jesus Christ, how He take all’ our sin. 
J think I stand the same like a person that 
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have a big stone upon him head, and can’t 
walk—want to fall down. O Massa! I 
have trouble too much—I no sleep all 
night. (Wept much.) I hope the Lord 
Jesus Christ will take my sins from me! 
Suppose he no save me, | shall go to hell 
for ever.” 

Every sincere and watchful Christian 
will recognize his own enjoymeuts and con- 
flicts, in the following declarations of a Ne- 
gro woman: 

“ A Woman said, “ First time when I 
begin to pray, and when I see all bad 
things, I go plenty times to pray to the 
Lord Jesus Christ to pardon all my sins; 
and then I feel glad very much, because 
Jesus Christ come into the world to save 
sinners. When I go out, I pray—in the 
road, I pray—in the tarm I pray-—when J 
getin the Market among plenty people, f 
pray—lI always pray. ‘That time my heart 
live upon the Lord Jesus Christ: when I 
getup, I pray—when I lie down, I pray— 
and when I see some of God’s people, I 
glad very much: IT talk to them, and tell 
them what the Lord do for me. But, this 
time, I don’t know how I stand. Suppose 
I pray, my heart runs away from me ; and 
when J get up from my knee, 1 don’t know 
what I-been say. Oh! my heart bad past 
every thing! I don’t think I live in the 
right way: I don’t know-what to do with 
myself. O Massa, J curse, I lie, I thief, l 
do every thing that is bad.” “ Do you re- 
ally live in these things ?” I asked—* Me 
do them all,” she replied, “ with my bad 
heart: suppose the Lord no help me, I 
should do them all with my hands, my 
mouth, and my feet. But all of them bad 
things live in my heart, and that trouble 
meimuch. Here she began to weep, and 
the conversation ended: but not without 
advice suited to her state.” 

One of the Communicants, who was sick, 
manifested a tenderness of conscience, 
which may serve to stir.up others to watch- 
fulness :— 

“Went to see a sick Communicant. 
When he saw me, he appeared much cast 
down. I asked if he had any thing to say 
tome. Tears ran down his black cheeks ; 
but he remained silent. I again requested 
him, if he had any thing upon his mind, to 
tellme. He answered—* them words you 
talk last Sunday live in my heart.” (The 
text was Rev. iii. 19.) “1 wentto Free- 
town, sometime ago; and met with some 
of my country people, who live there 
They make me come to their house. | 
eat with them; and they talk foolish, and } 
did not tell them that they do bad. I stand 
the same like one of them. My hear 
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trike me, the same time; but I no mind 
that. Then them people do very bad— 
they curse, they drink, and do very bad. 
They tell ineto stop allnight. [no like it. 
But, by and by, 1 stop: aut, Ob Massa ; 
what plague me ese is, I laugh when 
they talk vad. Next ioe I go home, and 
oh! how my heart strike me “when I go in 
the road ; aud, when I come home, I get 
sick. » God punish ine for that: and since 
that time I been sick. Sometimes,[ only 
strong enough to go to church; but | get 
no peace in my heart, when | hear the 
Word of God. All is against me.” Here 
he begarfto weep again; and | perceived 
that his illness was caused by grief. J 


tried to point out to him the tenderness of 


the Father, after having punished bis child ; 
and that our Heavenly Fathe ‘ym like man- 
ner, mercifully, throuch the Saviour’s mer- 
its, receives His children and forgives their 
backslidings freely.” 


HINDOO SUPERSTITIONS 


PULO PENANG. 

Some extracts trom the Journal of Mr Jobn 
Ince, one of the Missionaries of the London 
Missionary Society, at this Station, wiil illus 
trate _botk the folly and cruelty of Heathen- 


ism : 
Folly of Heathenisin. 


“] went to witness the great idolatrous 
feast of Shaou and Tseaou. When we 
arrived at the Temple, it was surrounded 
by a vast concourse of people, whose ap- 
pearance was very like that of a fair in 


England. Opposite the Temple, was a 
stage erected for play-actors. On one 


side of the temple there was a_ large paper 
idol, called ‘Tasze-yay, I suppose 14 feet 
in height; a most distorted figure, painted 
various colours, with large glass eyes. Im- 
mediately before this idol was a long table, 
set out with all kinds of provisions, inter- 
spersed with small paper idols. At the end 
of the table, turtherest from the idol, were 
a number of carpets spread on the ground, 
on which sat halfa dozen Priests, worship- 
ping the God, chanting an unintelligible 
jargon, and bowing themselves to the 
ground. There were many other smaller 
paper idols, represented as riding on anim- 
als, also made of paper. The whole scene 
was illuminated by a profusion of lanterns 
and candles. Behind the great idol was a 
large quantity of pieces ef paper; the 
most valuable of which were covered with 
gold leaf. ‘These papers the idolaters burn, 
and most firmly believe that they become 
inoney in the world of spirits! 

“This feast is considered as one of pure 
benevolence, being celebs 
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ated in behalf of 









[ Ave, 


those poor bereaved spirits, who have no 
relations to mourn for them; to supply 
them with clothes, money, Re. : : to rescue 
them from Tartarus, and exalt them to 
higher and brighter regions. 


Cruelly of Heathenism. 


After catechising the Chinese Boys 
the Schools, f asked respecting a poor inan, 
who had died the day betore in a jungle 
behind the Temple; and requested the 
‘Teacher to point out to me the place where 
the man expired. It was amidst the ruins 
of a house which formerly stood in the 
jungle. Linquired ifthe man had no home, 
that he should die in such a_ miserable 
place! He answered, with the greatest 
unconcern, that the man was sick ; and 
that the person with whom he lived turned 
him out of their house, lest they should 
catch the disease ; that being thus unpro- 
tected, he had retired to this spot, where, 
during the day he cut a little fire-wood foi 
his subsiste: vce, aud slept as he could at 
night; that yesterday he was seized with 
the Cholera, and died, no one knowing 
that he was dead until his corpse was seen 
in the jungle! 

WORSHIP OF THE GANGES. 

Mr. Ward, in his View of the Hindoos, 
has a chapter on the * Worship of Rivers,” 
more particularly of the Ganges. The 
following abstract of that C hapter will give 
our Readers an insight into that System of 
Fraud and Superstition, by which the myr- 
iads of India are kept in degrading bon- 
dage. Ganga, or the Ganges, is consid- 
ered as a Goddess ; and a number of idle 
stories are told and believed respecting her. 

* All Castes worship the Ganges. The 


Hindoos particularly choose the banks of 


this river for their worship, because the 
merit of works performed here becomes, 
according to their Sacred Books, exceed- 
ingly augmented. In four of the months 
of the year, the merit is supposed to be 
greater than in other months; and, at the 
full moon in these months, is still further 
enhanced. 

“The Sacred Books declare, that the 
sight, the name, or the touch of the Gan- 
ges, takes away all sin, however heinous--- 
that thinking of the Ganges, when at a dis- 


tance, is sufficient to remove the taint of 


sin—but that bathmg in the Ganges has 
blessings in it, which no imagination can 
conceive. In one of these books it is said 
—* He who thinks upon Ganga, though he 
nay be 800 miles distant from the river at 
the time, is delivered from all sin and is 
entitled to heaven.—At the hour of death, 
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fa person think on Ganga, he will obtain 
2 place.in heaven of Siva.—it a person, 
accordimg to the regulations of the Shaster, 
be going to bathe in the Ganga, and die 
on the road, he shall obtain the same ben- 
efit as though he had actually bathed. 
‘here are three millions five hundred thou- 
sand holy places belonging to Ganga: the 
nerson who looks at Ganga, or bathes in 
his river, will obtain all the fruit which 
arises from visiting all these three million 
five hundred thousand holy places.—By 
bathing in Ganga, accompanied with pray- 
er,a person will remove, at once, the sins 
of thousands of births.” 

* So much is this river reverenced a- 
mong the Hindoos, that many Bralimins 
will not look upen it, nor throw saliva into 
it, nor wash themselves nor their clothes in 
its waters. In one of their Books, among 
many other forms of praise to be offered to 
Ganga, is the following :—* O Goddess / 
the Owl, that lodges invie hoilow of a 
tree On thy banks, is exalted beyond meas- 
ure: while the Emperor, whose palace is 
far from thee, though dic may possess a mill- 
ion of stately elephants, and may have the 
wives of millions of conguered enemies.to 
serve him, is nothing.” Some persons 
indertake a journey of five or six months 
to bathe in the Ganges, to perform the 
rites for diseased relations, and to carry 
back its water for religious and medicinal 
uses. 

“The waters of this river is used in the 
English Courts of Justice to swear upon ; 
as the Koran is given te Mussulmans, and 
the New Testament to Christians. Many 
persons refuse to contest causes in whica 
jarge sums are at stake, under the fear that 
they may be coustrained to make oath on 
the waters of the Ganges. Itis not un- 
common for ene Hindoo to say to another, 
“Will you make this engagement en the 
banks of Gagega?” The other will reply, 
“JT engage to do what I have said; but | 
cannot call Ganga to witness.” Ifa per- 
son utter an audacious lie while near or 
wpon the river, the person to whom be is 
speaking will say, “ Are yau not afraid of 
uttering such a falsehood in the presence 
of Ganga?” 

*“ Morning and-evening the Hindoos vis- 
it and look at this river, to remove the sins 
of the night or of the day.; when sick, they 
besmear their bodies with its sediment ; 
and remain, perhaps for a month, near the 
river: some of course, recover, and others 
die: a Hindoo says, that those who have 
steady faith, and an unwavering mind, re- 
cover ; the rest perish. 

“The Uindoos are extremely anxious to 
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die insight of theGanges,that their sins may 
be washed away in their last moments. A 
man in his dying agonies is frequently 
dragged from his bed, and carried, in the 
coldest or .in-the hottest weatber, from 
whatever distance, to the river.side ; where 
he lies, if a peor aman, witheut a covering, 
day and night, till he expires: with the 
pains of death upon him, he is placed up 
to the middle in the water, and drenched 
with it: leaves of a certain plant are also 
put into his mouth: and bis relatives call 
on him to repeat, and they also repeat for 
him, the names of the various gods: they 
spread the sediment of the river on his fore- 
head or breast ; and, with the finger, write 
on this sediment the naine of some deity 

Ifa person should die in his house, and 
not by the river side, it is considered as a 
great misfortune, as he thereby loses the 
help ef the goddess in his dying moments 
If a person choose to die at home, his mem- 
ory becomes infamous: the conduct of a 
Rajah who died.in his bed-room about the 
year 1800, is still mentioned as a subject 
of reproach, because he refused to be car- 
ried to the river before his death.—* Ah ' 
Ah!” say the superstkious, when a neigh- 
bour at tbe point of death delays the fata! 
journey to the river, “ke will die like 
Rajah Nava drishna.” 

“Dead bedies.are brought by the rela- 
tives of the deceased to be burnt near the 
river; and when they cannot bring the 
whole body, .it is not uncommon for them 
to bring a single bone and cast it into the* 
river under the hope that this will help the 
soulofthe deceased. Many persons, whose 
relatives die at a distance from the river, 
preserve a bone for this purpose, at the time 
of burning their bodies. The following 
story appears in one of the books of the 
Hindoos :—* A Brahmin, who had been 
guilty of the greatest crimes, was devoured 
by wild beasts; his bones only remained. 
A crow took uip one of these bones, and was 
carrying it over the Ganga, when another 
bird daiting upon it, the crow let the bone 
fall. As soon as the bone touched Gan- 
ga, the Prahinin sprang to life; and was 
ascended to heaven, when the incssenger o} 
Yama, the Judge of the Dead, seized him, 
as# greatsinner. At this time Narayana’ 
messenger interfered; and pleaded, that 
the sins of this man, since one of his bones 
had touched Ganga, were all done away 
Appeal was made to Vishnoo, who deci 
ded in the Brahmin’s favour. The Brah 
min immediately went to heaven.” 

Some persons even drown themseive 
in the Ganges, not doubting but they shal! 
immediately ascend to heaven. And the 
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Sacred Books enerourage this! One of 
them says, that ifa person renounces life 
in the Ganges, whether praying for any 
particular benefit, or by accident, or in his 
senses or not, he will be happy ; if he pur- 
posely renonnce life, he will enjoy the high- 
est happiness ; but if he die by accident, he 
will still attain heaven. 
Such are the ridict lous but immoral and 
destructive notions, which are commonly 
believed concerning the virtues of the Gan- 
ges: but the following pi assage from one of 
the Sacred Books themselves surpasses all 
m folly and wickedness. Atter enumerat- 
ing the most atrocious crimes of which a 
Hindoo can form a conc eption, it is said— 
“Tf this person bathe in Ganga at an aus- 
picious period, all these sins will be remov- 
ed—he wil] be admitted into the heaven of 
Brahma, be put in possession of the mer- 
its of the man who presents a lack of red 
cows to a Brahmin learned in the Fou: 
Vedas, and afterwards will ascend and 
dwell at the right hand of Vishnoo. Alter 
he had enjoyed all this happiness, and shall 
be re-born on the earth, he will be possess- 
ed of every good quality enjoy all kinds of 
happiness, and be very honourable: he 
who shail doubt any part of this, will be 
doomed to hell, and afterwards be born an 
ass. Ifa person, in the presence of Gan- 
ga, onthe anniversary of her arrival on 
the earth, and according to the rules pre- 
scribed in the Shasters, present to the 
Brahmins whole villages, he will obtain the 
fruits that arise from all other offerings, 
from all sacrifices, and from visiting all 
the holy places—his body will be a million 
times more glorious than the sun—he will 
obtain a million of virgins, and multitudes 
of carriages and palankeens, covered with 
jewels—he will dwell for ages in heaven, 
enjoying its pleasures in company with his 
Father—as many particles of dust as are 
contained in the land thus given away to the 
Brahmins, for so many years will the giver 
dwell in happiness in Vishnoo’s heaven.” 
And thus it is that a sixth part of the 
Hluman Race are mocked and deluded, for 
the benefit of crafty men! Well may Mr. 
Ward close his account of these atrocious 
frauds, as he does in the following words :— 
“ Every real Christian must be deeply af 
fected on viewing the deplorable effects of 
this Superstition. Excepi that part of the 
Veda which countenances tie Burning of 
Women alive, no writers ever gave birth 
to a more extensive degree of misery, than 
those who made the Ganges a sacred river. 
Thousands, yea millions, of people are an- 
nualiy drawn from their homes and peace- 
ful labours, several timesin the year, to visit 
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different holy places of this river, ata great 
expense of time, ari of money spent in 
making offerings to the goddess. Expen- 
sive journeys are undertaken, by vast multi. 
tudes, to obtain the water of this river; o¢ 
to carry the sick, the dying, the dead, or the 
bones of the dead, to its banks. Some 
come two or three months journey for its 
water ; and many thousands perish, by 
dysentery and want, in these journeys, 
What the sick and dying suffer, by being 
exposed to all kinds of weather in the open 
air onthe banks of the river, and being 
choked by the ‘sacred’ water, is beyond ex- 
pression, In short, no eyes, but ‘those of 
Ommniscience, can see all the foul deeds 
done upon and by the sides of this river; 
and the Day of Judgment alone can bring 
all these deeds to light. The Brahinin 
will then see, that, instead of Ganga’s hav- 
ing removed the sins of her worshippers, 
she has increased them a million fold.” 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


A work of grace has been gradually pro- 
gressing for some weeks in Fairfield, in the 
congregation of the Rev. Mr. Hewitt. 

A correspondent in South Wilbraham, 
Mass. states, that a revival has recently 
commenced in that place. Within three 
weeks between 25 and 30 are rejoicing in 
the hope of the Gospel. More than one 
hundred attended the last anxious meeting 
to enquire what they must do to be saved. 

At Somers the work is still going on. 
They number about 80 as subjects of grace 
within a short time, 12 or 15 of which were 
born into the kingdom during the last 
week, ‘That favoured servant of God, the 
Rev. Mr. Nettleton, is labouring in these 
two places alternately. 

The New-Hampshire Repository con- 
tains the following summary of revivals: 
although it embraces several which we 
have already mentioned, we repeat them in 
order to show how the Lord is watering his 
churches and multiplying the trophies of 
his grace, notwithstanding the exertions of 
Universalists, Socinians, Infidels, and Sa- 
tan. 

“Tn the State of Maine, in October last, 
there were no revivals of religion. This 
fact aroused the attention of the clergy. A 
fast for ministers of the gospel was held at 
Gorham in that month, (October.) Soon 
after, a revival commenced at North-Yar- 
mouth. On the first of January, 1822, a 
general fast was held throughout the 
churches, with prayer for a revival of reli- 
gion. There are now revivals in various 
parts of the state. Among the towns visit- 
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Sreat PBB are the following ; at North-Yarmouth, 
ent in have joined the church; at Woolwick, 
Xpen- the 16th of June, 35 joined the Con- 
nulti. cational church, and 37 have joined the 
ry OF aptist church ; at Palermo, 15 have join- 
* the ithe Baptist church, and 15 more are ex- 
-Ome sted to join; at Sidney, there were some- 
7 ie me since 35 who entertained hopes; at 
by ardiner, 50 or 60 have united with the 
leys sptists and Methodists. ‘There is some 
cing tention also at Portland, Saco, Bath, 
pen orham, Newport, Waldoborough, Thom- 
ing son, Putnam, Jefferson, Blue Hill, and 
on jope. In Sedgwick, upwards of 100 have 
of ome hopefully pious in the Baptist So- 
eds jety within a few months past. 
er; “As fruits ofthe late revivals in Berkshire 
ng unty, Massachusetts, the towns of Pitts- 
Min eld, Lenox, Stockbridge, Lee, and Shef- 
a eld, average about 100 in each town, who 
TS, ave made a profession of religion within 
ic last 6 months; and the towns of Bar- 
ngton, New-Mariborough, Sandisfield, 
nd Lanesborough, about 40 in each. In 
Villiamstown and Tyringham, revivals 
- re now progressing. In this county about 
le ) young men are preparing for college, 
ih a view to the preaching of the gospel. 
'y “InFranklin county, Mass. At Ashfield, 
y nore than 50 have united with the church, 
2 id as many more are regarded as sub- 
ects of the work. At Conway and Buck- 
and, revivals are progressing ; and at Haw- 


ey awork has commenced. 

“In Fairfield county, Coun.—At Wilton, 

3 united with the church on the first Sab- 
bath in May; SO more are hopeful subjects 
ff the work. At Norwalk and New-Ca- 
haan, revivals are progressing. At Mid- 
lle Haddam, is a revival, and the com- 
mencement of one in Soniers. 

“ Worcester county, Mass.—90 are es- 
‘teemed hopeful converts at Oakham, and 
40 at Oxford. ‘These revivals are progres- 
sing, 

“At Providence, R. I, are about 80 hope- 
ful converts. 

“At Windham, N. H. 16 united with the 
church in one day. 

“At South Salem, N. Y. and at East- 
Hampton on Long- Island, are cevivals.— 
The revivals in the city of New-York are 
progressing. 

“ One hundred have lately been added to 
Mr. Patterson’s church in Philadelphia. 
~ “In Stoddard, N. H. about 50 have re- 
rently been made subjects of grace. In 
Windham, about 20 have become hopefully 
plous within a few months. The work 

eems to be extending into one corner of 
Pelham. On the first Sabbath in May, 
~2 were added to the church in Lyme.” 
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A gentleman in Somerville, N. J. states 
that about 60 have been added to the 
church in that place since the work com- 
menced ; and that the work appears still to 
be going on. The benign cloud has ex- 
tended itself, more or less, over Millstone, 
Boundbrooke, Basking-ridge, Lamington, 
&ec. &c. And there is yet “a sound of a- 
bundance of rain.” About 600 in the dif- 
ferent churches, it is supposed, are under 
conviction, some of whom are rejoicing in 
hope of the glory of God.” We have had 
several anxious meetings at Rariton, all 
very encouraging, and at two of them, it 
was supposed, each had about 200 enquir- 
ing souls. At one of those, Dr. Alexander 
was present, and at the close, made a very 
powerful, pungent address suited to the oc- 
casion. In his concluding prayer, plead- 
ing for mourning sinners, and the continua 
tion of divine influence, his long and em- 
phatic Ohs! seemed to pierce the very 
heavens. He did indeed enter into the ve- 
ry spirit of the work. His powerful plead- 
ings in its behalf, at the throne of grace, 
has scarcely yet left sounding in my ears. 
Dr. Livingston preached for us last Sab- 
bath week, to great acceptation. Never 
perhaps did the good old man do better, 
His text was, “ He shall feed his flock hke 
a shepherd ; he shall gather the lambs with 
his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and 
shall gently lead those that are with young.” 
In the course of his sermon, he greatly 
strengthened the people of God ; fed and 
encouraged the young lambs; at the same 
time solemnly warning them that they 
turn not back, Jest their “ last state should 
be worse than their first.” The whole was 
indeed excellent and edifying. 


IN WEATHERSFIELD, VT. 


In the former part of the vgar 1820, the 
church were called to deal with four offend- 
ing inembers, two of whom were happily 
reclaimed ; the other two were excommu- 
nicated. Soon after this while Zion’s 
friends were hanging their harps upon the 
willows, and refusing to sing the Lord’s 
song, the mighty, compassionate Redeem- 
er appeared again for their deliverance. 
An unusual solemnity was obseived to rest 
upon the minds of some of the brethren, 
who appeared to be secretly wrestling with 
God in fervent prayer for a blessing upon 
the church. 

The languishing hopes of Christians 
were revived by this favourable token.— 
Soon our assemblies on the Sabbath, and 
meetings on week days for divine worship, 
gradually became more fujl and attentive 





154 


Fn the beginning of November the chureh 
agreed to set apart a day for humliatien 
and prayer. This appointment was gene- 
rally attended to by the members, and not 
without peculiar emotions. Some of the 
brethren were much affected, even over- 
whelmed in tears and sighs, during the 
public services of the day. Ina few days 
afier, several young persons, in different 
parts of the town, remote from each other, 
were discovered to be under deep concern 
for their souls. ‘The heartsof God’s peo- 
ple now leaped for joy. They began to be- 
tieve more stedfastly, and to say one to an- 
other, Surely, the Lord is in this place. 

From this time, the church, as a bedy, 
appeared to receive fresh anointings from 
the Spirit of grace, and to feel it to be not 
Jess a pleasure, than a duty, to come up 
Boldly to the help of the Lord. Lectures 
were appointed in the various districts, up- 
on which the brethren in general gave 
punctual attendance. At these meetings, 
the doctrines, as well as the precepts of the 
Gospel, were brought into view. No efforts 
were made to move the passions, without 
first attempting to lead the mind toa view 
of the truth. 

About the middle of ‘December, a few, 
which were first pricked in the heart, 
expressed hopes of forgiveness and _ life 
through the merits of Christ; and, at this 
time, there were, perhaps, twenty or thirty 
more excited to plead earnestly for mercy. 
Sv the first of Jantiary, the work became 
ceneral through the middle and east part 
of the town. Lectures were attended in 
every ncighbowrhood, where the Lord was 
visibly working. Almost every attempt 
‘o impress divine truth upon the mind was 
snecessful. The word was evidently at- 
‘ended with the demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power. While the speaker extib- 
fied the [Divine character, the require- 
ments of the law, the unreasonable opposi- 
tien of sinners to the truth and ways of God, 
ihe person and offices of the Redeemer, 
#wnd the reasonableness and necessity of 
repentance, the hearts of the hearers form- 
ed to yield to the truth, like wax to the 
seal. Such anxiety to hear tke word 
preached I never before witnessed. Meet- 
ygs were hek! on every day in the week, 
except Saturday, but this was deemed in- 
sufficient. The town is large, and although 
some could attend when the appointment 
was at a distance from them, others could 
not. It was therefore thought expedient, 
that there should be more than one ap- 
pointment on a day, and that the aid of 
neighbouring ministers shou'd be solicited, 
which was accordingly done. 
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During the winter several of the Lord 
faithful ambassadors occasionally labour 
with us, whose services were evidently bla. 
sed to the advancement of the work. h 
addition to this, two young gentlemen fro, 
Hanover College, engaged here in schog, 
keeping, were, it is believed, peculiarly jy, 
strumental of promoting this re vival, espe 
cially in their schools, ‘both of which, py 
long after their commencement, were visi, 
ed—ont of them in a very powerful may, 
ner. ‘There were two other schools afte. 
wards in the town, in which numbers of thy 
pupils were so powerfully impressed as) 
be disposed to discontinue their ordinay 
studies for several days, and attend to th: 
instructions of the Bible with great appa. 
rent solemnity, and anxiety to learn ayy 

































































embrace the way of life. bes 

The two instructors, above mention: ie”. 
were fervent in the cause of souls. Thoin: 
exhortations and prayers, in their schoo! nu 
and occasionally in public meetings, seen re 


ed to attract much attention, and we 
doubtless the means of deepening the inp. 
pressions of many. The occasional visits! 
other young men of similar spirit, in a cours fi A 
of preparation for the sacred office, frow 
the neighbouring towns, should also ly 
mentioned, with grateful emotions to tl 
great Shepherd and Bishop of souls, whoer. 
er provides himself with instruments ani fy 4 
means to feed and increase his belovel BP, 
flock. By the middle of this month the ex 


> 


citement had become so powerful throug) | f 
the ceatre and east part of the town, thatr fi) » 
appeared as if the greater part would) i ‘| 
brought in—and, indeed few individual | Fi 
were to be found among the youth, espe fe ,, 
cially, who were not either rejoicing in hope, I , 


or labouring under the keen distress of af ; 
awakened conscience. Onsome occasion ; 
aimost the whole assembly were im tears; 0 
one, in particular, a number of young peo: 
ple were so distressed with a sense of thei ' 
guilt and danger, that they were unable | 
refrain from weeping aloud; fearing they Ry | 
might disturb the meeting, they retired to: 
back apartment to give vent-to their feel: 
ings ; soon afier their anguish subsided, ant | 
their mourning was turned into rejoicing. | 
At another lecture, four -miles dista! 
from the place in which this was held, 
the school-house, at the Bow, (so calle’ 
having continued the meeting one evenin; & .. 
as Jate as was thought proper, perceivil: & 
the excitemeut to be great, and that tne at 
dience still hung upon. the speaker wit! 
looks whieh indicated their reluctance 
leave the house, I gave notice that I woul’ & 
attend at the same place on the next da) & 
(Saturday,) at 1 o’clock in the afternoo!’ 
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»nd invited all who felt anxious for the sal- 
ation of their souls to attend. On enter- 
ng the house according to appointinent, I 
yas struck with pleasing, solemn surprise, 
in observing the seats mostly filled with 
outh—the peace of heaven beaming from 
he countenances of some, while others, in 
eep dejection, seemed by their looks to 
say, We are undone forever—we are sink- 
inz—Lord, save us, or we perish. The 
whole number present amounted to sixty- 
yine. Each was conversed with separate- 
ly. More than half of thei, it was thought, 
exhibited scriptural evidence of having pas- 
sed from death unto life; the rest appear- 
ed anxious beyond expression. ‘The two 
sceasions above mentioned, are not selected 
because they differed much from many oth- 


















Pers in point of interest, but as a specimen 


of the silent, powerful and progressive in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit upon the minds 
and hearts of the people, during this and 
ihe succeeding month of February. 


[Vt Mon. 





AN INTERESTING INSTANCE OF THE 
POWER OF DIVINE GRACE, 
(Continued trom page 41 ) 

Mrs. W. retired bathed in tears and full of 
opposition to the government of God. ‘Two 
days after this, when enquired of respecting 
the state of her mind,she said; “fear | am 
given upto hardness of heart; [ have feltaw- 
fully stupid since the other day when I talk- 
edsotoyou. iknow I sinned and grieved 
the Spirit of God. I could not refrain 
from coming and telling you so; for | was 
angry that day and mdulged in very im- 
proper words; and I have had very little 
feeling since. I know tot what to do; I 
ain not willing to remain an enemy to God ; 
but he is hid from my sight, and [ cannot 
approach him.” She was told that she did 
sin, and that it was matter of gratitude 
that God had made her sensible of it; that 
it was an evidence that the Spirit of God 
was with her, and that it should encourage 
her to persevere in secking deliverance 
from the power of iudwelling sin, by sub- 
mitting to Christ. Either the next dav or 
the one after she spent most of the morn- 
ing in her chamber. Accordingly to what 
flearnt from her, her exercises, as near as 


“T can recoltect, were as tollows: She had 


tried to make an unconditional surrender 
of herself to the throne of Merey, but arose 
with all her burden of unbelief. Ailter 
reading and meditation,she bowed again and 
attempted to pray, but could not say a word 
because dared not utter the words 
which came into her ming, lest they should 


she 


An interesting instance of the power of Divine Grace. 


155 


be words which her heart did not feel— 
“Even so Father, for so it seemeth good 
in thy sight.” She tried to reject them 
and use other language ; but all other lan- 
guage fled: these words dwelt upon her 
tongue, but she feared to express them. 
At length she thought J will; perhaps I 
may be sincere ; and Ho sooner did she say,’ 
“Even so Father, for so it seemeth good 
in thy sight,” than darkness fled, ight 
broke in, and revealed to her a Saviour 
through whom she tound access to Gud— 
through whom she could look at the law 
and declare it to be holy, just and good— 
in whom she could behold a tulness of 
mercy, a sufficiency exactly meeung all 
the demands of an inmoital sou), anc in 
his name she could pour out tet 10 
God with a broken spirit. After she arose 
she wondered at the change aiid was afraid 
that Satan had transiormed himself into 
an angel of light to deceive her, and that 
she should add to her other sins that of 
scli-deception. However, she not 
recal her hatred to the law and government 
of God, nor lose sight ol a cructied Sav- 
jour, nor clothe herself with that burden of 
sin which had been so wonderfully remov- 
ed. “I had thought,” she said, “that { 
cid every thing b could to bring me near 
to God, but now I feel as if God met me 
when as yet | was a gréat way off. 

She had no ecstacy ot feeling, but a calm 
serenity of mind during the next two days. 
At evening she heard preaching from the 
words, * They could not enter in, because 
of unbeliet.” ‘The impossibility of a sin- 
ner’s cancelling one sin, even if he had not 
been guilty of more than one, was clearly 
proved, and also the ability of the Son of 
God, he being sinless, to cance] the sins of 
all who believe on him, was explained ina 
clear and comprehensive manner, so that 
she found in him peace and joy in believ- 
ing, and her path for many days after 
this seemed to shine brighter and brighter. 
She would say, “I think Chirist appears 
more and more prectous to my soul, and 
] wonder at that obstinacy which rejected 
him so iong, and teei that I was myself alone 
to biame.” Sve now telt that she had a great 
work beture ber. ‘The salvation of souls lay 
very near her ieart; she longed for her aged 
father’s salvation, that im the evening of 
jiie he might devote himself to God, and 
tovk some able tracts to mstruct him in the 
way @f lite eternal. She left New-Haven 
lui Uuis happy state of mind, carry ine home 
ile evidence of being born again. Several 
fines alter ber revurn to Middletown I sav 
ber, cud had particuiat Conversation wit] 
Lec upon her religious exercises, and a! 
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ways found her greatly interested in the 
subject. She was very careful to enquire 
what was her duty, and appeared to 
possess a very tender conscience ; ever de- 
sirous that it should be void of offence to- 
wards God and man. She seemed press- 
ing toward the mark, but often lar ented 


her want ef engagedness in the cause of 


Christ, not with that cold indifference 
which is too apparent when professing 
Christians, who have Jost the spirit of the 
gospel and a sense of obligation, complain 
of coldness; her complaints appeared to 
arise from her hatred of sin, a feeling sense 
of her depravity by nature, and her obliga- 
tion to become perfectly holy. She ap- 
peared to hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness. 

A sister of Mrs. W. who has communi- 


cated to me the most interesting facts res-— 


pecting her sickness and death, states that 
before her sickness, which was the typhus 
fever, and commenced the 27th of June, 
1821, she used to converse much upon the 
happiness of heaven. The night before she 
was taken ill, she attended a prayer meet- 
ing. Some remarks were made from these 
words: ‘There is but a step between us 
and death ;’ and the hyinns sung were ap- 
plicable. It was observed at that time 
that she appeared uncommonly exercis- 
ed. When the meeting closed, she said 
to one present, “Jesus my Saviour never 
appeared so precious as he does this even- 
ing.” A day or two after the Rev. Mr. 
4>. called to see her. He spake of the bliss 
of heaven—she said, “ when she thought 
of God and Christ and all the holy angels, 
it appeared too high a privilege that she 
‘should attain to it. I think it was the next 
morning, after her husband had been read- 
ing and praying with her, whilst we were 
at breakfast, she sang as naturally as ever 
athe hymn— 


* There is a land of:pure delight,” &c. 


She would often speak as though she 
thought she should not recover I begged 
‘her not to distress me by talking so. She 
replied, “ my talking of it will not alter the 
case respecting me, and by and by I may 
not have my senses.” She was perfectly 
pleasant, and almost always spoke with a 
smile. She had a love for ali professing 
Christians, and appreciated the blessing of 
having them as watchers. She was much 
in prayer, and would request others to pray 
for her. One of her acquaintance ¢e- 
clining through diffidence, she said it was 
a duty too much neglected, and if she 
should be permitted to recover she would 
certainly pray with others, though they did 


An interesting insiance of the power of Divine Grace. 


think you can be saved without a change 
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not with her. With those that called y 
see her she was most importunate thy 
they should prepare for death. Takin, 
hold of the hand of Mr. » Who came 
see her, she said, “ you see I am dying. 
Have you made your peace with God: 
I an: afraid you are seeking the riches 
this world. I have seen you toiliy: 
and sweating to gain an interest hep 
—do seek religion. What advantag 
would it be to you if you should gain the 
whole world and lose your own soul ; Wha 
should I do now on this dying bed withoy 
religion? Donot make gold your trust, by, 
seek the pearl of great price; that wil! 
serve you in a dying hour. If [ possesse; 
the Indies it would be nothing to me nov, 
The world appears as a speck and nothing, 
You love your wife—you love your chili. 
ren; but I am afraid you do.not love Go 
I beg of you this night, before you go w 
sleep, to make your peace with God. Whe 
you go home, enter your chamber an 
kneel down before God, and smite upor 

























































your breast, and say, ‘ God be inerciful ty BR got 
me a sinner ;—do promise me this. I can. BP tore 
not Jet you go without this promise ; re. Ry sin: 
member this request is from your dying sin 
friend—one who loves and feels for your HR you 
soul. It is out of love to your soul that! Be giv 
speak so plain to you.” After obtaining a IB an 
promise from him that he would pray, she J an 
commended him to God. an 


To another friend she said, “do not HB be 


of heart—take your Bible for your guide; co 
do not take professors of religion and com- 
pare your life with theirs, for every one has 
to live for himself, and every one has to die J ‘I 


and answer for himself. This is the sa 
test; yes, this is an honest hour. You #% © 
will not.think hard of me if I tell you the & *. 
truth.” B So 

On her mother’s asking her if she would J !: 
not like to liv. to bring up her surviving th 
child, she replied, “ It is in good hands— J 
but I wish to live for the glory of God— pr 
to be decidedly for Christ. I consecrated & © 
my child to God before he was born, and si 


I think he will he an heir of glory.” li 

was with many apprehensions respecting 

her good estate that she proposed hersell 

for admission to the church just before she 

was taken sick ; but after she was sick she 

said, “ lam glad that | have proposed my: . 
self for admission to the church, although | 

feel my unpreparedness ; for if I do not re- | 
cover, it is giving my testimony for God; 
and if I do, I think by this affliction I shall 

be better prepared for that solemn transac- 
tion.” She said, “I am not anxious whe- 
ther I live or die ; I think it will be a glorr 


a aa —_— pee ee ~« 


[Av 





















322.] 


ig us thing to go and be with God and Christ 
Tak i. heaven; the righteousness of Christ is 
: cael i my hope. 1 am convinced that I am a 
n dyi “MR inner without any strength of my own.” 
h Godt yurough all her sickness she would repeat 
riches « appropriate hymns; and the last time she 
toilin sat up she repeated the whole of 
st here “ Jesus, lover of my soul,” &c. 
ivantage fi The Saturday morning the family thought 
Sin the fiher dying; they despaired of her being able 
| 5 What 19 speak to them again; but she was per- 
Withou [mitted to utter words of consolation never 
ust, ber Mito be forgotten. When she revived, she 





‘at will Misaid, “ What is the matter?” when it was 
ISSESse old her that it was thought she was dying ; 
Le now, Mshe said, ‘ if so, I think [ shall go to heaven.’ 
Othing HShe then spoke in the most affectionate 
r chili manner to her husband and all present. 
€ Gol I To several she addressed the most intreat- 
£0 to MP ing language, telling them it was from love 
Whe ito their souls that she thus plead with 
r ani them. She would not desist from intreat- 
Upon Bing until they promised her that they would 
ful ty B® goto their rooms and humble themselves be 
I can- HP iore God. She told them to confess their 
5 We sins daily, saying, ‘if you say you have no 
dying HB sin you deceive yourself ; but if you confess 
your HR your sins God is ready and willing to for- 
that BR give you.’ “ Go and smite on your breast 
Ng a and say, ‘God be merciful to me a sinner,’ 
y, She HR and, ‘ Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to 
» not MR be called thy son.’ What would any of this 
ange J world’s good avail me now? The hour will 
lide; # come when you too must die.” A friend 
com- and professor of religion entering, her sis- 
> has HF ter remarked, “ There is your friend om 
) die She cast her eyes on her and said, “ She is 
the He safe.” The Rev. Mr. C. entering the 
You J room, she extended her hand and said, 
the “Mr. C. they tell me I am dying ; and if 
' so, [ think I am going to heaven; I think 
uld JF | shall meet you in heaven. He spoke of 
ing the consolation of the presence of her Sav- 
s— @ iour in that trying hour, and of her happy 
d— prospects. With a voice and cougtenance 
ted expresive of the sentiments she uttered, she 
ind said, 
on « Oh, glorions hour, Oh, blest abode ! 
ell 1 shall be near and like my God. 
ren Aud every power find sweet employ 
he Jn that eternal world of joy ;” 
y- » “Jesus my all to heaven is gone, 
i He whom I fix my hopes upon,’ 
e- | Mr. C. then prayed with her. She ex- 
J; pressed great comfort, and said, “ Jesus has 
H manifested himself to me.” She spoke 


c- much upon divine things while ber strength 
. lasted. She called for her infant child, 
a and kissed him for the last time. Soon at- 
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ter she was asked if she could collect her 
thoughts in prayer: “ Yes,” she replied, 
“f can pray ;” and then folding her hands, 
said, * O Lord, I renewedly and unreserv- 
edly eommit and commend all that I have 
and am to thy care and keeping ; Do with 
them as seemeth good in thy sight, O God.” 
The last words she was heard to say, were, 
“ IT think, when my soul leaves this taber- 
nacle, it will wing its way to God.” Just 
before, such expressions as these escaped 
her: “I feel my spirit going upward.” At 
another time she sang, 
«‘ Lend, lend your wings, I mount, I fly.” 


‘© when shall I get to heaven,” &c. A 
short time before she died, which was on 
the morning of the 10th of July, 1821, she 
endured slight convulsions, but at last slept 
sweetly in Jesus without a struggle or a 
groan. I stepped into the house a few 
moments after her death. The scene was 
overwhelming ; the distress of near and 
dear friends called for the sympathies of 
our nature and for the consolations and 
supports of the Gospel. In the midst of 
this distressing and solemn scene, the veil 
which separates time from eternity seemed 
for a moment drawn aside. I stood, as il 
were, where Moses did ; saw the dark flood 
she had crossed and gazed with rapture on 
the scene beyond. As angels let her exult 
ing up the hill of Zion, I could not but ex- 
claim in the fulness of my soul, “ Grace, 
Grace, Grace ;” and could I have entered 
with them I should have rejoiced to have 
joined the redeemed in the feelings express- 
ed in the words of the great Apostle to the 
Gentiles, “By grace are ye saved ;” and 
to have exclaimed with that great multi- 
tude which no man can number “ Unto 
him that loved us and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, and hath made us 
kings and priests unto God and his Father ; 
to him be glory and dominion for ever anc 
ever. Amen. ‘o> 
New- Haven, July 15, 


—_—_ = 


oan 
Vwwe 


THE FRIEND OF SEAMEN. 


The Rev. Mr Truarr, pastor of the Mar 
iners’ Chureh in New-York, has just commea- 
ced a tour to the east and north, in behalf of 
Seamen. Qn Sabbath evening he preached 
in our churches to great acceptance, and a col 
lection was taken up for the relief of the Ma- 
riners’ Church in New York- 

On Monday evening @ weeting was holden, 
for the accommodation of seamen, on board 
the steam boat United States, which was kind- 
ly offered and fitted up for the purpose hy 
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Capt. Beecher. The deck of the boat was 
covered with an awning, and seats provided 
for the accommodation of between two and 
three hundred peopie. Probably 5 or 600 at- 
tended, among whom were a number of sailors 
and sea faring men, who united with perfect 
solemnity in prayer and praise to Him who 
rules the waves and rides upon the storm. 

The cause of this long neglected and inter- 
esting class of men, was ably advocated by 
Mr. Truair and Rev. Mr Merwin, and chris 
lians were earnestly urged to be engaged in 
behaif ot Seamen. 

Extracts from the proceedings of the Liver- 
pool Seamen’s Friend Society, and Be- 
thel Union. 


The Committee of the Bethel Compan- 
ies cannot but rejoice when they review the 
labours of the Unjon during the few months 
which have elapsed since they were called 
to their work, and witness the dawn of suc- 
cess which, though forthe present but faintly, 
illumines and cheers their way. They 
hope, and confidently believe, this twilight 
is the harbinger of a brighter day, which 
shall witness Christian philanthropy ex- 
tending its influence, till every ship is man- 
ned with missionary sailors. 

Jan. 21. Company .A.—A Seaman’s wife 
whose husband is at sea, attends the meet- 
Pe regularly, and appears very much af- 

ed. She lives in the Park, a distance 
ofa mile and a half, and is obliged to 
pring with her an infant atthe breast An- 
other seaman’s wife, whose husband is also 
at sea, regularly attends the Bethel Meet- 
tngs, and ts become a teacher in a Sabbath 
School recently opened, May not these 
and the other women who have thus atiend- 
“d by the sea side where prayer is wont to 
he made, be so many Lydia’s, whose heart 
she Lord has opened to attend to the things 
spoken in the name of the Lord ? 

Jan, 23.—Upwards of 100 present. A 
minister gave a short exhortation. One 
Seaman, in his prayer. remarked, that he 
felt very thankfui to God Almighty for 
bringing him to Liverpool, where he had 
had the opportunities of atteadmg the Be- 
ihel prayer-meetings, which the Lord bad 
made a great blessing to his poor soul, 
He prayed also for a Bethel union which 
he heard had been lately formed in North 
Yarmouth, the place to which he be longed. 


—Tracts were delivered and thankfully re- 
ceived, 
‘eb. 21.—A_ sailor, second mate of a 


vessel ready for sea, called noon one of the 
Secretaries ofthe Bethel Companies to re- 


Liverpool Seamen's Friend Society. 
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quest the gift of a few wacts to distribyy. 
among the ship’s company, and to solic; 
an interest in their prayers at the Bethe 
meetings. He stated that these meeting 

had proved of great use to him, and, unde, 
the blessing of God, had established }j, 
soul much in the hope of the Gospel. 
was asked what caused him at first to cop. 
sider religion the one thing needful, he ap. 
swered, “ I formerly was a great sinner, ad. 
dicted to all manner of wickedness, anf 
that of the worst class. A few month; 
back, [ was on board an East Indiamay: 
on her passage home, we were in immip. 
ent danger in consequence of a dreadfy| 
storm: so perilous was our situation, that 
the captain in great agitation said, ‘all 
that could be done had been done, tt was 
impossible the vessel could weather it out, 
she appeared to be sinking. The capraiy 
withdrew into the cabin, and the men wer 
some on their knees, and others with hor. 
ror were banging on parts of the rigying; 
for my part, | knew not what to do, | con- 
sidered it useless in me to pray or eve to 
hope for good. My sins were great. In 
a state of despair, [ waited the awful clos. 
ing of the scene before me ; all expected 
the vessel would founder : at this moment, 
the boatswain who had been very active 
and apparently unalarmed during the whole 
of the gale, was passing me, when a heavy 
sea struck the ship, and with a sinile he 
looked up, (supposing this sea would finisl 
us,) and said, ‘ Blessed be God, all is right” 
and began singing. He had been looked 
upon by the whole of the crew during the 
voyage, as a very strange man, for he would 
be often, when off duty, i in private, mutter- 
ing to himself, and frequently reading. 
This apparent unconcern confirmed me in 
the opinion Thad before formed, that some- 
thing was the matter withthe man. How- 
ever, after this, the storm rather abated. 
Conceiving that I yet might preserve life, 
I lent the boatswain a band to clear the 
wreck, The captain now came upon deck, 
and with much spirit roused the crew aud 
we soon got to rights. I could not help 
thinking notwithstanding, where should [ 
have gone ? what would ‘have been my des- 
tiny if the ship had sunk ? so great a sin 

ner I had been, I could not have expected 
heaven would have been my place ; vei! oe 
could I expect any favour from God, tor I 
had never thought of him in reverence, 
much less prayed to him. My situation in 
consequence of these reflections was deplo- 
rable. IT beganto tremble at the prospect 
before me—the arrows of conviction stuck 
fastin my soul—I thought it} read some 
geod book it would do me good but I had 
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ne. [remembered to have heard that 
, mother, when [ was young, used to 
ad some good book which sie called, 
The whole Duty of Man ;” this I suppo- 
| would be just what 1 wanted, to help 
etoa godly life. I inquired of the crew, 
»tnoone had it. Having seen the boat- 
wain often reading, I asked him if he 
ould lend me “ The Whole Duty of Man :” 
estared at me and said, “ [ can lend you 
Testament, Thomas, which will do you 
ore good. If had my doubts on that head, 
wit thought I would try; so I read the 
restainent,—and truly I can say, it proved 
self to be the word of Godto me. The 
jatswain and myself afterwards embraced 
very leisure Moment in order to read to- 
ether. Act first the crew used to look at 
mis ata distance: after a day or two. they 
vere heard to whisper among themselves, 
‘that Tom and the boatswain were reading 
ihe Bible.” Finding we persevered, they 
ventured to stand near us to listen; and 
alter a week or so, the whole of the crew 
came at times to hear us read a portion of 
Scripture. Before we had completed our 
voyage, every watch was partly filled up, 
in frolding a prayer-meeting, and reading a 
chapter in ithe Bible. We then found that 
the boatswain, whom we had thought be- 
side hiunself was a truly wise man, for his 
soversation was in heaven, and his com- 
munion with God; this had made him 


Fsmile in danger, and feel that all was right.” 
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SROM A TRACT ENTITLED 
* MARY HOLLIS.” 


The minister of the village was, in the gos- 
pel sense, the everseer of his flock. His first 
duty he knew, was to minister to their spirita- 
al wants > but that being done he did not leave 
the rest undone His benevolent heart was 
continually devising good, and his strong, prac- 
tical mind, contriving some mode for its appli- 
cation. His wife was a fellow-worker with 
him, and the sobriety and order of her house- 
hold, were an excelient counment of the public 
preaching of the pastor. No scoffer could ev- 
ersay, “Mr. Germain knew how to preach 
better than to practice. No infidel could point 
in derision to bis family, as exemplifying the 
impotence of the principles he taught; but a 
numerous family, early inured to difficult ex- 
ertions, and painful se!f-denials, to babits of 
temperance, obedience and love, exhibited the 
,blessediess of a well ordered bousebold. His 
people, witnessing the effect of bis wisdom, 
had ceufidence in it, and sought, in all cases of 
diificalty in their temporal affairs, bis advice ; 
and many there were among them who refer- 
red ihe prosperity of their families ‘o the salu- 
lary co of their beloved pastor. 
The had aaticipaied ihe wants of 
Mary, lis wey to her, when 


insels 
goed m: 
and was already on 
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he met Hill. They naturally fell into conver- 
sation on Mary’s embarrassments. Hill said, 
“that alone woman as she was, and none ot 
the strongest, she must put her children upou 
the town; that her husband, though he was 
bad enongh, had contributed something to the 
support of his family, but if bis wife had not 
been the best christian in the world, they could 
never have kept it together.” 

«Ah! John,” said Mr. Germain, “ lam glad 
you think a man better off, for having a chris- 
tian wife.” 

“‘ Certainly I do sir, if she be a real chris- 
tian.” 

“Well, and what do you call a real chiris- 
tian?” 

Jubn was a little daunted, and hesitated, 
fearing, perhaps, that his definition might not 
be agreeable to the common ideas of the chris- 
tian character, but bis z alous admiration of 
Mary’s bright virtues, angmented, perbaps, by 
his involuntarily setting them in contrast to 
the deep shades of his own rough mate, gave 
him courage to proceed. Why, sir, I call a 
woman a christian, tbat is as patient as Job, 
and has full as many troubles; for what can 
be worse to one who fears and serves God as 
she does, than to have a drunken husband 
come staggering and swearing home ? [calla 
woman a cliristian, (hat works from morning 
till night, to get dread for her family, and is 
never heard to scold or mutter. I call a wo- 
man a christian, sir, that’s got proud relations 
that despise her, and neighbours that are al- 
ways picking at her, and yet bas never been 
known to notice or complain of it, though she 
feels it.” 1 am certain of that: for | remember 
her little girl came crying home from school 
one day, when | was there, and said her cous- 
in Anne Mason, would not sit on the bene’ 
beside her, and said her mother told her to 
have nothing to say. to Sally Hollis. I on 
Mary's cheek was tle colour of scarie t, and ¢ 
tear glistened in ber eye, but it took her b . 
minute to come to herself: and then she said, 
“ My dear child, your anger is almost as bad 
as Anne’s pride. Act weil and no good per 
son will despise yon becanse you are poor. 

“Ob, Mr. Germain,—you said in your ser- 
mon, a meek spirit is worth all the riches of 
this world.” 

‘¢ But.’’ said Mr. Germain, willing (to further 
try Jobn’s estimate of a christian, “is that all, 
Jobn? You give Mary great praise, but you 
speak only of what is called morality ; 

“Mr. Germain,” exclaimed John, “ I did not 
think to find you among them that despise mo- 
rality. I know a great mauy people ery down 
morality, but to my mind, it siauds to reason, 
that such morality as Mary Hollis’ must come 
from Religion, ft is obedience to the laws of 
God, made known fo us by bis Son. lL don't 
believe any thing but the grace of Gos cat 
help any one through such a sea of troubles. 
Why, sir, it is as much of a miracle, if we could 
but see it in that light, as Peter's walking on 
the sea; and Mary would have sunk long ago 
if her faith had nut kept ber cp Ut may be, 
sir, you think Mary is not a Christian, becaus 
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you do not see her at meeting as often as my 
wife, and some other women. I mean no of- 
fence, but I am thinking Mary is more in the 
way of her duty, keeping at home, working 
for her children, and setting an exainple that’s 
better than the catechism to thein ; and be- 
sides, sir, she does not forget other duties nei- 
ther Many’s the time that I have seen her 
when Llooked into her window as I passed by, 
kneeling with her little ones about her. Of a 
Sabbath she is always sure to be at meeting, 
and her children with ber ; not kept at home 
as some | know, because they have not smart 
clothes to wear there. Besides, Mr. Germain, 
Mary is a member of your church ; can it be 
that you don’t think her a christian ?” 

Mr. Germain certainly did think ber a chris- 
tian, and one of the highest order; and he an- 
swered Jolin, that he looked upon her as an 
example to the whole flock, and that he was 
glad to find that be hed such correct notions of 
christian duty. 

John made some apology for having dared 
to preach before the minister, and Mr Germain 
kindly parted with him, shaking bis hand, and 
telling him that he wished he could always 
preach as good a sermon as he had heard that 
morning. 


ee 


OBITUARY. 


Died of a dropsy, Dec. 7th, 1821, Pomare, 
King of Otaheite, celebrated for his cordial re- 
ception in bis dominions of the Chrisiian Mis- 
sionaries, A Regency is established—-the heir 
being but two years of age. It is beleived that 
the influence which Christianity has obtained 
in Otaheite will secure ils protection. 

At Paris, at the age of 80, the celebrated Ab- 
be Sicard, Director of the Institution of the 
Deaf and Dumb. 


A CHRISTIAN REPROOF. 


A planter at the south had a favourite domes- 
tic negro, who had always stood opposite to him 
when waiting at table. His master being a pro- 
fane character, often took the name of God in 
vain ; when the negroimmediately made a low 
and solemn bow. On being asked why he did 
so, he replied that he never heard that great 
name mentioned, but it filled his whole soul 
with reverence and awe. Thus, without of- 
fence, he cured bis master ofa very sinful, crim- 
inal, and pernicious custom. 





CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 


Past experience and former manifestations 
of divine love shonld be as carefully kept in re- 
collection as old receipts ; they will afford sat- 


isfaction in review, and hope in prospect. 
REF OG 





POETRY. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


Lines wrillen on a visit to the interesting Sabjg 


School at Lake Lane, Portsea, ( Eng ) 


Be doubly bless'd th’ auspicious day 
This edifice was plann‘d ; 
And may immortal gifts repay 
The founder's liberal hand : 
Angels with joy beheld it rise, 
To train immortals for the skies. 


How sweet to mark the artless throng, 
And hear th’ ingenious youth 
Raise.with one voice, the infant song, 
And learn the word of truth; 
Delightful work ! his path to trace, 
Who died to save our ruined race. 


Now fancy, o'er life's little span, 
Glances her busy eyes. 

And sees them bear the name of man— 
Industrious, good, and wise : 

Bids them each useful art employ, 

Anticipates their future joy. 


With quenchless zeal some Whitefield may 
From hence arise and shine, 

To wipe the wretch's tears away, 
And heal with balm divine ; 

With winning eloquence to tell, 

What glories in Immanuel dwell. 


Some of the little ones may live 
To adorn their country's name ; 
Indulgent heaven by them may give 
Fresh lustre to her fame. 
Some may the blessed gospel bear 
To distant lands, and plant it there. 


Perhaps the eye cf heaven may view 
Some infant Milton here ; 

Perhaps some youthful Howard, too, 
To every age still dear ; 

Perhaps some Wilberforce—again 

Pleading with zeal the rights of men. 


And many to this honour'd spot, 

On God's eventful day, 
(Oh happy enviable lot !) 

Grateful shall point and say, 
There,—there,—-to us the bliss was ziv’n, 
To seek and find the path to heav’n ! 


URNE. 
NNN a ers! 
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